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The Developing Mind Project is a multi-year initiative at the University of Washington’s 

Institute for Learning & Brain Sciences (I-LABS). It marries new brain-imaging technology 

with the vision and expertise of a world-class research team. Launched in May 2010,  

the initiative is being led by I-LABS’ founders and co-directors Drs. Patricia Kuhl and 

Andrew Meltzoff.

I-LABS’ research seeks to understand how young children learn, and how early 

learning influences the developing brain’s neural circuitry. Our goal is to optimize each 

child’s potential for success in school and in life. Policymakers, business leaders, and 

scientists increasingly recognize that the early learning period, before children enter 

formal schooling, is a critical time for setting a foundation for school readiness and for 

understanding the development of individual differences in learning. I-LABS’ discoveries 

will lead to early educational policies and practices that are evidenced-based.
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I-LABS’ Scientists Focus on Four Key Areas 

• Language (speech, reading, bilingualism): Children’s early 

language skills predict future reading abilities, and skills 

not developed early are difficult to remediate later on. Our 

work will lead to the development of tools to help parents 

support their young children’s early language and literacy 

skills.  We will also understand the role of bilingual language 

experience on cognition and the brain.  

• Social and emotional development (empathy, imitation, 

self-concepts, stereotyping): Social interaction and 

imitative learning play an important role in early brain and 

behavioral development. The development of self-identity, 

empathy for others, and self-confidence also depend 

critically on early environments.

• Cognition (memory, problem-solving, mathematical and 

technical knowledge): Human cognition and innovation 

depends on memory, logic, mathematical reasoning, and 

the manipulation of physical tools and abstract symbols. 

Brain data will help I-LABS’ researchers understand these 

processes and how experiences optimize development and 

creativity in children.  

• Brain development: I-LABS’ research will establish how early 

experiences, both positive and negative, affect the growth 

and development of the young brain, and in particular how 

the social and emotional context influences learning. 

Putting Knowledge to Work:  

Translation, Outreach, and Education

Establishing ties to parents, policymakers, educators, 
caretakers, and the medical community is essential to 
ensure that leading-edge scientific research is put to use 
to enhance the lives of children. Through our Translation, 
Outreach and Education (TOE) office, I-LABS will build 
bridges between the science and practice of learning by 
translating and helping disseminate scientific discoveries, 
thus increasing awareness about the importance of 
early learning. Information will be shared through tours, 
summer institutes, lectures, TV specials, e-blasts, and short 
articles that can be disseminated to a broad audience 
including through news media, websites, and social media.  
Important areas of focus for TOE include: the roots of 
literacy, tools for the early identification of at-risk children 
(e.g. dyslexia and autism), bilingualism, cognitive flexibility 
and brain development, the role of stereotypes and biases 
in children’s identity formation, school readiness, and 
parents, peers, grandparents, and teachers as sources of 
social-emotional support for children.

The Developing Mind Project 

Help Us Shape the Future of Early Learning

Private support is essential for I-LABS to accelerate the cycle 

from discovery to practice. State and federal funds support 

some I-LABS’ research, but private gifts provide a level of 

flexibility for innovative projects that public funds do not. In 

addition, government research funding rarely supports the 

translation and dissemination of novel research findings to 

lay audiences. I-LABS launched a major capital campaign to 

achieve these goals. The campaign will provide I-LABS with 

the resources to pursue multiple avenues of innovative science 

and will accelerate the transfer from discovery to practical 

application in early learning.

If you are interested in further scientific information  
about I-LABS, please contact:

Erica Stevens, Assistant Director
estevens@uw.edu   (206) 543-5851

If you are interested in supporting I-LABS  
at the UW, please contact: 

Laura Baumwall, Advancement Coordinator
baumwall@uw.edu   (206) 543-5907
   

What Will MEG Tell Us About the Developing Mind?

Magnetoencephalography (MEG) is a completely safe 

and quiet brain-imaging device that is appropriate for the 

youngest children. It acts like a large stethoscope or sensor 

for the mind. MEG allows us to examine the whole brain 

in action while a child experiences a word, sight, emotion, 

or touch. MEG technology will reveal the magic of early 

learning and why what we learn early is so potent and 

durable in memory

MEG TECHNOLOGY OUR YOUNGEST PARTICIPANT LISTENS TO 

LANGUAGES IN THE MEG
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